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valued by the nation for the opportunities tin gave for the employment of increasing wealth ai modern energy. They were steps in the evolutic of England, growing from an insular kingdom to world-wide power ; and as in Harley \ve note statesman perceptive above others of the influen of literature and journalism, so in him we al observe a mind alive to the needs of a erowii
o
commercial community.
Throughout his public life Harlcy was in favo of peace, of national economy, and of financ: purity. His bitterest enemy never brought charge against his uprightness in regard to mon< matters, whether public or private. Of this puri he could be justly proud, in an age when pub men could and did secretly enrich themselves the expense of the nation, and when such condi was easily pardoned. So far, indeed, from becoi ing more wealthy by official life, Harley w actually poorer,1 and we cannot find a sing accusation against him in this respect, in memoi: pamphlets, or party rhymes, in years when politic enmity struck with personal weapons, when blar and praise were both strongly marked by exaggei tion. "If a man was ever born under the necessi of being a knave, he was," 2 is the acrid descriptii of Harley which one of his most formidable Wh opponents has handed clown to posterity. Agair
1 Harley Papers, iv. 208.    See App. ii.          2 Cowper's Diary, p.